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so much change as Rudolph was effecting elsewhere;
but even they had heavy grounds for alarm. There
was no need for Languet, who had gone to Heidel-
berg to meet Sidney, and who accompanied him to
Prague, to inform him of the dark clouds that were
hanging over the city and people.

The young ambassador entered Prague on Maundy
Thursday, and witnessed the sombre services of
Good Friday and the less mournful ceremonies of
Easter Sunday, performed by the crowd of priests
in attendance on Rudolph and his Court. On
Easter Monday he had audience of the Emperor,
and, presenting his letters, made suitable discourse.

After assuring Rudolph of the sorrow caused to
his mistress and to England by the death of one so
worthy as the late Emperor, Sidney went on to say
that his Queen desired to be as closely linked in
friendship with the son as she had been with the
father, and implored him to emulate the private and
public virtues of which he had so grand an example.
He had been suddenly called to be the foremost
potentate in Europe; on the conduct of his rule
largely depended the welfare or the ruin of Christen-
dom ; oh, that he would resolve to follow in the
steps of the noble Emperor who was gone! In
Elizabeth's name Sidney urged Rudolph to promote
peace both at home and abroad, to give no ear to
such violent counsel as some restless courtiers are
apt to offer to young princes, and to remember that
of idle wars the issues are uncertain, the benefits
none, and the harm manifest; for war, at best, is
full of danger, and allowable only in cases of great